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In English Issue:

-In Afghanistan, People
selling babies, young girls to
survive (Pages 1 -3)
-Outrage as Taliban reverse
decision to allow girls attend
secondary school (Page. 4)
-US steals billions in Afghan
bank founds (Pages. 5-6)
-Why should Afghanistan
implement the trade
facilitation agreement (TFA)
(Pages. 7-8)

-Religious scholars in
Paktika province urges
Taliban to reopen girl's
schools (page. 8)
-Afghanistan: Latest survey
(pages. 9-10)

-Amnesty International
expresses concern over
Afghan refugees torture in
Iran (page. 11)

-Russia rejects US 'genocide’
claim as Ukraine warns of
‘endless bloodbath' (Pages.
12-13)
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Kyiv denied reports of the surrender and said some light since they withdrew, and on Wednesday the
parts of Mariupol were still held by government chief prosecutor of the International Criminal
forces and that a group of marines had successfully Court visited Bucha, near Kyiv.
XQGHUWDNHQ D 2ULVN\ PDQRHXSNHD LR OM D XY LKAt KaH.Q H
members of the Azov regiment in the ruined cityy 3:HYUH KHUH EHFDXVH ZH KDYH
Neither the Russian nor Ukrainian claims could be to believe that crimes within the jurisdiction of the
verified. court are being committed. We have to pierce the
Mr Zelenskiy made a new appeal to western alligs IRJ RI ZDU WR JHW WR WKH WU?
to send heavy weapons and ammunition Mr ZelensNL\ KDLOHG QHZV WKDW
Ukraine, listing tanks, air defence system security service had recaptured Viktor
artillery pieces and shells, multi-launch rocket Medvedchuk WKH ZHDOWK\ OHDGHU
systems and fighter aircraft as top priorities. main pro-Kremlin political party and probably Mr
S:LWKRXW DGGLWLRQDO ZHDSRBRQW\LQWKIFWYW RAMHY W LOIOHQG DQG
become an endless bloodbath . . . Nobody will stgp Mr Medvedchuk, who denies charges of treason,
5XVVLD H[FHSW 8NUDLQH ZLW Kfled Hau¥e\ aZddttas tReQstart oKthe war and was
VDLG 3,W PXVW EH GRQH QR widely) belieMed R® HaXeV @écépeid to Russia
armed better than tyranny. Western countries haye or Belarus, where he would have enjoyed the
HYHU\WKLQJ WR PDNH LW KD $S prQection of Mr Putin, who is godfather to one of
Poland and the Czech Republic are supplying his daughters.

Ukraine with Soviet-designed tanks that it SOHGYHGFKXN LV QRW D 5XVVLL
servicemen know how to operate, connection to the special military operation [in
and Slovakia sent an advanced S-300 air-defence 8SNUDLQH@ KH LV D IRUHLJQ
system to Kyiv. Anti-tank and anti-aircraft rocket Peskov said in response to suggestions that he
IURP ZHVWHUQ DOOLHV KHO $ Hdbuld beld\Repiet fHMVUKEaldiBA pric@ners of war.
Russian troops on the outskirts of Kyiv and then 3:H GR QRW HYHQ NQRZ LI KH
force them to pull back. 5XVVLDQ LQYROYHPHQW LQ UH\
Evidence that Russian troops allegedly murdered

large numbers of civilians in the area has come o
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SXVVLD UHMHFWY 86 pPJHQRFLC

ZDUQV RI

UHQGOHVV EOR

International court's top prosecutor visits site of alleged Russian crimes near Kyiv

Daniel McLaughlin

Source: irishtimes.com

Bodies are exhumed from a mass grave at a church in Bucha,

Ukraine. Photograph: Sergei Supinsky/AFP via Getty

37 K Lsvhaldly acceptable from a president of
the United States, a country that has committed

welFNQRZQ FULPHV LQ UHFHQW
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on Wednesday.
Kyiv and western allies believe Russia is now

Russia has rejected US allegations that it Is preparing for a major assault on the Donbas region
committing genocide  in Ukraine,  where| in eastern Ukraine, having withdrawn from areas
president Volodymyr  ZelenskyY DL G ALY %¥ar the Ukrainian capital after suffering

military needs more heavy weapons an
ammunition urgently to prevent its war with
ORVFRZ EHFRPLQJ 3DQ HQGOH
7KH .UHPOLQ VDLG LW ZDV 3
president Joe BideW R 3GLVWRUW WH
Ukraine by accusing Russian forces of committin
genocide during a seven-week invasion that hg
killed thousands of people and displaced more thd
10 million.
Mr Biden saidithas EHFRPH FOHDUHU
that Russian president Vladimir PutliV M
trying to wipe out the idea of even being able to b
D 8NUDLQLDQ”

1 significant losses during several weeks of fierce
fighting.

VO RORRAAIEDWKIHQFH PLQLVWU\

X QHAF Mmbt& WMEhEDOH0 WR&Nidh6 soldiers had

( H suvrendlexed W MBrdpol,Lastrategic Donbas port

J on the Azov Sea where local officials say some

AS 20,000 residents may have died during a month-

AN |ong siege.

x Finland LV pHOLNHO\Y WR DSSC¢

) DQG FO H@nUeHHLb,'says Finnish minister

XKV W x Arriving refugees to be placed in
e emergency accommodation over Easter

x Chernihiv picks up the pieces after
Russian assault and blockade
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$ F) Q H V W\ Q W H U quards of Iran. The footages that show

discriminatory, violent, and shocking act of Iranians
towards Afghans in the country are a blatant act of
H[SUHVVHV FR Qe Alghans i the country are a blaantactof

R Y H U $ | J K D Q U H |Further she added Afghans also have issues with
extending visas and payment systems.
WRUWXUH L Q She has called on the international community to
B address the issue of Afghan refugees in Iran.

By Najibullah Lalzoy ¢f°“‘"§<2¢é "Feie fe fees <o f,,—Z
release said that the ongoing torture of Afghan
refugees in Iran is a conspiracy to disturb bilateral
relations with Afghanistan.

Video footages that have gone viral on social media
show that Iranians are brutally beating Afghan
refugees for no reason, and some are asking for

money.
ooio_) o_:t"of_(‘olefo ___fo’f(%oo:t" e ‘__é o(f
Samira Hamidi expressed concern over the recent
torture of Afghan refugees in Iran terming the acts
to be a blatant violation of human rights.
Speaking to Radio Free Afghanistan Samira Hamidi 3
.f(Té. ”f'-l.. ,,‘”Ti” %O_fu.l.. ’\An.“:t A%oSf' 11:1:"_%01::::. ”)
guns at borders and oust them from their country.
0 $Z<«f,Z2F o' —7 .. Fe Sf7F e eit —t"——"F fof

sexual harassment of Afghan refugees by border
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0 ‘efe fe'Z'stite
businesses faced more severe job
losses than men employees overall,
three-quarters of women workers
were laid off from surveyed firms
ece. . F —%o—e— trtsao f..
report.

The finding shows Afghan domestic
inputs have become more expensive
and yet difficult to obtain due to
supplier closure and supply chain
disruptions, which all lead to price
inflation since the beginning of
political uncertainty.

The survey pinpointed that
access to imported goods have
become difficult because of the

e

S

ongoing border closures, rising
value of the foreign currency and
increase in goods prices.

Meanwhile, banking in the
country had been mostly affected,
with the survey suggesting banks

However, the findings
underscored 3/5t of men-owned
businesses reported
improvement on their security
following cessation of active
conflicts in developing cities,

Sf™t O0«e..."Ffett "tZ<jwhereas 2/3dfirms owned by

transactions and informal money
—"fee f"eadb
0 ‘efe—c...
adversely affected by constrained
liquidity in the banking sector

—"feef...—<took control

women feared deterioration.

In August 15, 2021 the Taliban
of Afghanistan,
"tZ7Z<o% ,f..*s ™gmtsei
advances and media freedom

and by a lack of access to bank the foremost achievements of the

accounts and/or y
ef""¢...ted6 -St

payment
‘7t

mall to medium enterprises ownely womenin Afghanistan (Photo: INFO)

post-2001 reconstruction efforts
on gender equality and freedom
of speech.
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Afghanistan: Latest Survey

By Arif Ahmadi private sectors faced shortage in Weighting the gender of business
consumers demand, forcing owners, the survey found that
investors to reduce operation Afghan women have been more
Kabul, Afghanistan The and lay off a huge number of vulnerable than men, where 42
ongoing political crisis since the employees within the firm. percent of businesses own by

The World Bank building (Photo: Archive)

—fet*"t” Zfe— —%—e0 St efE'"<—> ‘° ewomen are temporarily closed

Sf"té T f =1 % ... businesses reported a drastic compared to 26 percent firms
Afghanistan, where businesses decline in consumer demand for owned by men.

were halted and put to their products and services and Including all the other

uncertainty, according to a latest have been forced to scale back contributing factors, 82 percent

survey conducted by the World operations, reduce investments, of the business owners who
Bank. fet Zf> "7 te'Z'>11+4a06 participated in the survey said

Due to shortage in sells, private said. decline in consumers demand is
companies have laid off more According to the survey, small of the biggest reason for their
than a half of their employees on enterprises have been hit hardest bankruptcy.

average, a rising concern on with about 38 percent of them Surveyed business owners of &l
unemployment rate in the seizing operation, comparing to a sizes and private sectors have cut

country. 25 percent among medium and jobs, laying off more than a half of
While the Islamic Emirate 35 percent among large their employees on average due
continues to struggle laying out a businesses in the country. to shortage in sells and/or

stable political framework, many demand for their services.
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release and clearance of goods at the customs. At a tin
when traders suffer from long delays in clearance o
their goods at the customs, the full implementation of thej
TFA is the best way for Afghanistan to reduce this time
Based on Article 3 of the TFA, a member has to provid
an applicant importer an advance ruling, which is &
written decision prior to the importation of goods

regarding the way goods will be treated when they are
at the customs. If Afghanistan implements this provision
it will be beneficial not only for traders but also for the
government. Traders will be able to determine and plan
the costs of the transactions for the imported goodg
before their importation while the government can have
more time in consulting and deciding the methodology|
of treating the goods compared to deciding such
guestion when the goods are at the customs.
Similarly, Article 7.3 of the TFA requires that the releasq
of goods can happen even before the determination g
customs duties, taxes, fees and charges. In order to ma
sure that the importer will pay the customs duties, taxes
charges after the goods are released, the custoni
authority can require a guarantee for it. Such a measur
is helpful for the rapid release of goods when the
administrative process takes longer than expected

neln addition to improving the customs clearance of goods,
the full implementation of the TFA can also strengthen
co-operation among customs authorities. Articles 8 and
. 12 of the TFA, which are Category C commitments for
e Afghanistan, require the authorities responsible for
importation, exportation, and transit of goods to co-
operate and coordinate with each other. With the
implementation of this measure in Afghanistan, there
will be more co-ordination and co-operation between
customs authorities, which can lead to the effectiveness
of ports, timely release of goods, reduction of corruption
at the customs, and an increase in international trade
and private investment in the country. While there is no
detailed and specific information in the TFA on how
A customs authorities should co-operate, there are World
Cuwstoms  Organization (WCQO) conventions and
» guidelines which can help Afghanistan in implementing
f the provisions of TFA.
kiln a nutshell, the previous Afghan government could
implement some, if not most, of its commitments under
cthe TFA from 2017 until 2021; however, it failed to do
b 5s0. Now that the Taliban are in power, it is not too late
that the Taliban authorities should put genuine efforts
for full implementation of the TFA. By doing so, not only

Whereas Article 7.3 of TFA is a Category A commitmentwill the TFA be implemented earlier than expected, but

for Afghanistan, which means that it has beer
implemented since 2017, the implementation of only
this measure cannot lead to expedited customs clearand
when many other significantly important measures of
TFA are not implemented.

it will also bring about revenues for Afghanistan way
more than can be extracted from tariff reductions. At a
etime when the domestic revenues and international aid
have significantly decreased, Afghanistan can enjoy
more revenues from customs by implementing the TFA.

SHOLJLRXV 6FKR
SHRSH

By Najibullah Lalzoy

A group of religious scholars
gathered from different
districts of the province and
urged the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan to reopen
secondary schools for girls in
the country.

The scholars urged that
education is compulsory for
both males and females and thaf
women should avail the same
rights to education as men do in
Afghanistan.

O FefZF tt— . f—c'e
because women form half of the

has clarified

o__T(:to

scholars.
f® <+ ...+

society on the one hand and Islam

dignified, religious, and modern

ODUV LQ 3DNWLND 3L

Q *LUOVYT 6FKRROV

They asked for strengthening
"% S fece—foie
sector where girls are allowed
to get an education so that
Afghanistan better competes
with other countries.
The scholars applauded
measures taken in terms of
™ eteje "(%S—e
for more work in reducing
the level of violation against
Afghan women.
Further, they insisted to launch a
drive against prevailing customs
"in  the province in close
cooperation with tribal elders.

everything for

~8% ‘-8%

2

Tf—...
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'K\ 6KRXOG $I1JKDQLVWDOQ ,
7UDGH )DFLOLWDWLRQ $JU

By: Essa Khan Essa Khan, senior Law studeat the
American Universityof Afghanistan

It has been almost five years that the Trade Facilitation
Agreement (TFA) has entered into force. As a member (
the World Trade Organization (WTO) and as a party tq
the TFA, the previous Afghan government designate
only 11.3% of TFA measures as its Category
commitments, which are those commitments that
Afghanistan implemented as soon as the Agreemer
entered into force in 2017. However, Afghanistan failed
to implement all of its important commitments under
Category B and C, which are commitments thg
Afghanistan should have implemented with the passagt
of time and by receiving assistance and support fron
donors.

While there were significant support and assistance
from international and regional organizations for
implementation of the TFA, the Ministry Finance and
Ministry of Industry and Commerce of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan were remiss, lacked co

the official TFA Notifications to WTO, the last measure
which Afghanistan could implement was in 2027,
however, in the Geneva 2020 Conference, the previous
hf Afghan Government representatives had without any co-
ordination and information agreed with the
4 International Community in the Afghanistan Partnership
nFramework (APF) that the TFA should be fully
implemented until 2021. In contrast to such
t contradictory commitments, until 2021 there had not
been any implementation except the 11% of measures.
To the contrary, there were some measures which had
t been moved from Category B to C, which meant that
» Afghanistan needed even more time than before for their
implementation. This paper will argue that Afghanistan
should prioritize the full implementation of the TFA
because it will expedite the movement, release and
clearance of goods at the customs and will strengthen co-
operation among customs authorities.
With the full implementation of the TFA, the customs
. procedures and formalities will be simplified and
harmonized, which will precipitate of the movement,

ordination and did not prioritize its implementation. In
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international corporation will do business with the
country, and few aid organizations will be able to
operate.

Afghan-American groups and aid groups
overwhelmingly condemned the action, pointing
particularly to the impact on the overall economy.
It is not the lack of aid, in itself, but the inability of
the economy to function which is the principal
cause of mass suffering in Afghanistan.

The message to the Afghan people is clear. As
long as you are ruled by the Taliban, you will
starve. It is not necessary for American
imperialism to bomb the country back to the
Stone Age, as military warmongers threatened in
Vietnam. They can do so by cutting off all credit
and international commerce to a country they
have already bombed for 20 years.

The Biden action is illegal on a number of levels. Even
the Washington Post, which published an editorial
enthusiastically supporting the decision, had to
acknowledge that the White House position is self-
contradictory: The Biden administration refuses to
recognize the Taliban as the legitimate government of
Afghanistan; at the same time, it authorizes the use of
Afghan national bank resources to pay off a legal
judgment against the Taliban.

The invocation of 9/11 is particularly monstrous and
cynical. As numerous commentators in Afghanistan,
Pakistan and internationally have pointed out, none of
the 9/11 hijackers hailed from Afghanistan. Most were
Saudis, citizens of a country that is the closest US
Arab ally and the recipient of hundreds of billions in
US arms sales.

Even if one accepts, for the sake of argument, the
claim that the Taliban protected Osama bin Laden
against US government demands for his surrender,
there is no evidence that the Taliban had
foreknowledge of the 9/11 attacks. More
fundamentally, why should the people of Afghanistan
be punished for this, on top of 20 years of US
conquest and occupation, which have left their
country in ruins?

It is particularly cynical to suggest that Afghan
children not even born on September 11, 2001
should suffer because of the actions of terrorists
like bin Laden, a Saudi multi-millionaire who
began his career fighting in the CIA-
backed mujahadeen war against Soviet troops.
The US military-intelligence apparatus had far
closer connections to Al Qaeda than anyone in
Afghanistan, and these connections resumed in

ZKHQ WKH ,VODPLVWYV VHUYFt
ground troops in Libya and Syria.
The Taliban government in Kabul denounced the
%LGHQ GHFLVLRQ 37KH WKHIW D¢
held/frozen by the United States of the Afghan
people represents the lowest level of human and
PRUDO GHFD\ RI D FRXQWU\ DQG
spokesman Mohammad Naeem said on Twitter.
Faiz Mohammad, a Kabul resident, made another
FULWLFDO SRLQW LQ DQ LQWHUY!

3)LUVW , GRQYIW WKLQNt W KsH 86
$1JKDQLVWDQYV PRQH\ WR FRF
YLFWLPV ~ KH VDLG 37KH 86 KDG

attacked us, but a lot of people died in the past 20
\HDUV 6R LWYfV WKH 86 WKDW VK
DQRG WKH\ VKRXOG QRW VSHQG R>
There is no doubt an additional consideration in

the White House action: the pressure of the
IDVFLVW ULJKW ZKLFK LV XSSt
political calculations. Releasing even a small
SRUWLRQ RI $IJKDQLVWDQTTV DVV
fire from Fox News, Breitbart, Donald Trump, and
WKH EXON RI WKH 5HSXEOLFDQ
surrender to the Taliban, comes the payment of
WULEXWH" WKH -NofhihgsSike TiRkér N Q R
Carlson almost writes itself.

Similar charges were made about the Iran nuclear

pact, where the release of D IUDFWLRQ RI ,UL
assets, held in foreign bank accounts that handle
SD\PHQWY IRU RLO H[SRUWYV ZDV S
WULEXWH WR WKH D\DWROODKYV °

So, to protect his right flank, Biden invokes the
scarecrow of 9/11. White House officials claimed that

a lawsuit by 9/11 survivors and relatives required

action on Afghan assets by February 11 because of a
court-imposed deadline, but this is a transparent
pretext.

More than 20 years after 9/11, a tragedy that has

never been fully investigated because
connections with the Saudi monarchy and the US
military-intelligence apparatus had to be covered

up, the deaths of nearly 3,000 Americans is still
utilized to serve the interests of the American

ruling class.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every
contribution, however big or small, powers our
journalism and sustains our future. Support the

'DZDW OHGLD &HQWHU IURP Bit\on L\

takes a minute. If you can, please consider
supporting us with a regular amount each
month. Thank you
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97 WXIEPW
MR %JKLER
JYRHW

by Patrick Martin

In an action that combines brazen theft,
imperialist brutality and unlimited hypocrisy, the
Biden administration announced Friday that it will
seize control of $7 billion in Afghanistan financial
assets, held largely at the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York, rather than return them to the
Afghanistan central bank.

OHGLD DWWHQWLRQ KDV ODUJHO
splitting of the $7 billion, with $3.5 billion set aside to
meet the legal claims of survivors of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, and $3.5 bilionto EH XVHG IRU 3KX
DLG" WR WKH SHRSOH RI $I1JKDQ
cynical diversions from what is an effort to starve the
country and avenge the humiliating defeat which US
imperialism suffered last summer.

The $3.5 billion supposedly to be used for aid will not
be available for many months, if ever, as State
Department officials acknowledged over the

e e th | reagh the starving
M M $HW& months.

ccording to the orld Food Program, some 23
m ace hunger and malnutrition this
A ine

F warns that as many as one million
Afghan children could die of severe malnutrition and
outright starvation.

7KH GHOD\ LV GXH WR WKH DGPLQL
allow legal claims against the Taliban amounting to $7

billion, awarded by default in a court proceeding
nearly a decade ago, to go forward. Some of the

plaintiffs are likely to challenge the 50-50 split in
Afghan bank funds, which could tie up any allocation

more or less indefinitely.

That appears to be the real purpose of the Biden
decision: to allow millions to suffer and starve in
Afghanistan, while claiming to be above the
EDWWOH 3, WYV DOO XS WR WKH F

washiny histandswHlee spertagle o masg death
in Central Asia, just as he has facilitated mass
death in the COVID pandemic.

P D @dditioD, by efQsing to return any portion of the $7

L BilioD @ thé&ocderad bank bf IARINst&ENUtHe Biden
administration intensifies its vengeful wrecking
operation against the Afghan economy. Without a
functioning central bank 2 and outright collapse is now
a distinct possibility now that its main reserves have
been confiscated 2 Afghan banks and businesses

cannot function, workers cannot be paid, no
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2XWUDJH DV 7DOLEDQ UHYHUYV
DOORZ JLUOV DWWHQGRWRHKF R(

. group banned women from studying or working when
Wednesday but girls ordered to return home they previously ruled the country in the 1990s, part of

a series of policies that made them international
pariahs.
The Taliban claimed to have dropped their objection to
JLUOVY HGXFDWLRQ DUJXLQJ WKH\ K
gain international recognition and rebuild financial
ties with the west.
< -u]-bmbm] 1 _br=
Soon after taking power the Taliban said they would
delHQG ZRPHQYV ULJKWV 3ZLWKLQ \
,VODPLF ODZ" ,Q SDUWV RI WKH FRX(
allowed to continue working in some areas such as
healthcare.
The last time the Taliban ruled Afghanistan, from 1996 to 2001, But diplomats and analysts remain deeply sceptical.
they banned female education and most employment. Photograph:  \Weeda Mehran, a lecturer on Afghanistan at Exeter
AHMAD SAHEL ARMAN/AFP via Getty Images University VDLG VKH EHOLHYHG WKH JLLU
SEDUJDLQLQJ FKLS” IRU WKH 7DOLED!
The Taliban have reversed a decision to allow UHFRJQLWLR Qiban® 7akeH usind this as an
teenage girls back to secondary school despite RSSRUWXQLW\ WR SXVK EDFN DQG D\
repeated assurances they could resume classes added.
from  Wednesday, sparking international HGQHVGD\{V UHYHUVDO ZDV ZLC
condemnation and leaving desperate students internationally. Rina Amiri, US special envoy to
stranded outside campuses. $IJKDQLVWDQ ZURWH RQ 7ZLWWHU

Schools  were  scheduled to  reopen RQO) ZHDNHQV ~FRQILGHQFH LQ

. - . . commitments but further dashes the hopes of families
in Afghanistan for the new academlc year. Girls 'RUD EHWWHU IXWXUH IRU WKHLU GI
have been allowed to attend primary school and

: . The move left students, many of whom had already
the Taliban had said students from Grade 7, or  grjved for what they expected to be their first day at

about age 13, would be allowed to resume classes gchool, stunned.

for the first time since the militants seized power One 17-year-old in western Kabul said she was

last August. preparing her school bag when she saw on the news

But the Taliban made a U-turn on Wednesday that girls were being turned away. "They promised us
PRUQLQJ DQQRXQFLQJ WKDW JLLVFKRROV ZRXOG RSHQ EXW WKH\ GLG
UHPDLQ FORVHG 3XQWLO IXUWKHLZH ZHUHQYW 1RZ , DVN P\VHOI ZLO
RIILFLDO %DNKWDU 1HZV $JHQF VFKRRO RU QRW"" VKH VDLG

uniforms were not in compliance with Islamic law. Women have faced widespread harassment and
SOLOOLRQV RI FKLOGUHQ JLUOV discrimination at the hands of Taliban officials and

girls and their families, will have to live with the  militants, with activists arrested and others fleeing the
WUDXPD DQG SDL gidRAresht® &din,”a country.

FKLOGUHQYV ULJKWYV D RohatnvaghzdnD Afghanistan has been plunged into a devastating
organisation providing mobile libraries for children. financial and humanitarian crisis since the Taliban re-

Karim said her two nieces, aged 12 and 17, had been took power. The foreign aid that made up about 80 per

asked to leave their school after they had already FHQW RI WKH SUHYLRXV JRYHUQP
HOWHUHG WKHLU FODVVURRPV 3isuspended and aid agencies say 98 per cent of Afghans
JXQV ~ VKH DGGHG do not have enough food and millions are at risk of

7TKH IXWXUH RI JLUOVY HGXFDW L Rstarvation

most contentious issues in Afghanistan since the
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S0RWKHUV FDQQRW SD\ IRU WKHLLfood packages among the deserving and
care, and as evident maternal mortality and morbidity YXOQHUDEOH ~ KH DGGHG

rate is increasing tremendously, and is also affecting Alongside health workers, international aid
FKLOG PRUWDOLW) ~ KH VDLG agencies are also struggling to tackle the hunge(

are also unable to meet the demand. crisis, faced with new financial challenges,
13,700 newborn babies died in 2022 triggered by international sanctions.

3:KLOH PDQ\ FRXQWULHYV KD
humanitarian aid, Afghanistan also urgently
needs a functioning banking system to address the

According to data shared by the Ministry of Public
Health (MoPH) earlier this month, nearly 13,700

newborn babies and 26 mothers have died in 2022 due g .
t0 a lack of nutrition. crisis. Most Afghan banks are barely operating

In Baghlan province, Dr Abdul Rahman Ulfat, head of no Z D UHFHQW UHSRUW E\ +XPD
the nutriton department at the Public Health ~— ©observed.

Directorate, told Al Jazeera that he had witnessed an

unprecedented rise in starvation and malnutrition -RKQ 6LIWRQ GLUHFWRU DW +5:
cases. humanitarian crisis was an economic Ccrisis.
3&KLOGUHQ XQGHU WKH DJH RI 3$1JKDQV VHH IRRG LQ WKH PDUNF
because they are more vulnerable. Their bodies {5 pyy it. Health workers are ready to save lives

are still developing, and the organs need a steady ; have no salaries or supplies. Billions have been

supply of nutrients, minerals, carbohydrates and pledged for aid but remain unspent because banks

DGHTXDWH IDWV ~ 80IDW H[SOC
WKHVH WKH\ ZLOO ORVH WKHLIFPQIW WUDQVIHU RU DFFHVV 1XQ(

Afghan parents are flocking to hospitals and Banking crisis

clinicswith 3VLFN EDELHY DQG FKLC

WKHLU ERQHV " DV KHDOWK ZR UBanking restrictions and sanctions on the Taliban
necessary care and treatments. by the United States and other countries have
3:KLOH WKHUH LV D ODFN R1 rmade it more difficult for aid groups to move
community in terms of nutrition and healthcare ~ funds and other resources into Afghanistan.
conditions, the worsening situation can be Afghan banks are also operating cautiously and
attributed to the deteriorating economic have limited cash withdrawals due to currency
FRQGLWLRQV LQ $1JKDQLVWDQ shortages in the country.

rising crises, particularly among the urban middle  *7KH XQUHVROYHG OLTXLGLW\ FULVL

class, to widespread poverty and unemployment. is becoming the worst humanitarian catastrophe in the
’ ZRUOG °~ -DQ (JHOD @eéneralV HtF thed WD U

Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) had said, adding
that the organisation had called to raise $4.4bn for
starving Afghans.
3% XW XQOHVV WKH 86 7UHDVXU\ D
financial authorities enable us to transfer the aid
money, we will be forced to work with our hands tied,
unable to get that money to the communities who
GHVSHUDWHO\ QHHG LW ~ KH ZDUQHCGC
J)DUKDQD] HFKRHG WKLV FRQFHUQ
sense of desperation among millions of Afghans;
people are selling their babies and young girls to
:KHQ WKH IDPLO\ DUH DEOH WR Hls\:lzstfaigl_cgolzingigcftez\irl_s'w $1JKDQV DUH
and sometimes with vegetables, accompanied by ’ ‘
watered-down green tea [Supplied] *, KRSH WKH 7DOLE D Q Z L.O O DOOR
schools so we can help our families survive, but |
s7KHUH LV DOVR D ODEN RI also appeal to the world to not turn t_heir _bz_:lcks on
us. They are also responsible for this crisis, and |
DVN WKHP WR QRW DEDQGRQ XV
said.

particularly access to quality nutrient products,
and a lack of transparency in the distribution of
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By Ruchi Kumar Source: aljazeera.com

It has been more than 24 hours since Farahanaz, Starvation and poverty
whose name has been changed to protect her

LGHQWLW\ KDV KDG D *SURSHUgjnce the Taliban returned to power, nearly 60
*$V DGXOWV ZH FDQ PDQDJH Epercent of women working in the media have lost
IRU IRRG , GRQTW NQRZ ZKDW thejr jobs, according to the International

year-old former radio presenter from northern  pederation of Journalists, more than 90 percent of

Afghanistan told Al Jazeera. whom were sole family breadwinners.
:KHQ WKH IDPLO\ DUH DEOH WR HI

and sometimes with vegetables, accompanied by
watered-down green tea. Sometimes there is sugar to
put in the tea, which is a rare luxury these days, as they
struggle to survive after Farahanaz, the sole
breadwinner for the family of eight +lost her job after
the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan last August.
30\ \RXQJHU VLVWHU ZDV UHFRYHULQJ IURP VXUJHU\
when the Taliban took control and lives were
overturned. She has lost so much weight, and falls
VLFN ZKHQ WKHUH LVQYfW HQRXJK WR HDW °~ )DUKDQD]
said. But the family cannot afford medical
assistance, either.
)DUKDQD]YV IDPLO\ LV DPRQJ WKH PLOOLRQ $1JKDQV
facing starvation, in what has become a hunger
FULVLV RI 3 XQSDUDOOHOHG SURSRUWLRQV®™ DFFRUGLQJ WR
Dr Ramiz Alakbarov, deputy special Farahanaz, the sole breadwinner for the family of eight *
representative of UN Secretary-GeneraI Antonio lost her job aftgr the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan last
August [Supplied]
Guterres.
3,0 S$1IJKDQLVWDAQ D VWDJJHULQ
SRSXODWLRQ LV QRW HDWLQJ HQF 8WDUYDWLRQ DQG SRYHUW\ DUH
high that it is almost inconceivable. Yet, devastatingly, °nIY affects your dastarkhwan [traditional rug
LW LV WKH KDUVK UHDOLW)\ -~ $oD meant for dining], but also your ability to
issued in early March, adding that aimost 100 percent FKDOOHQJH WKH VLWXDWLRQ DQG
of women-led households were experiencing hunger.  said Dr Wahid Majrooh, the former Afghan
$ODNEDURYTV GLVWXUELQJ FODLFminister of public health.
situation. 3, W LPSDFWV \RXU VHQVH RI GLJC
*,Q EHWWHU GD\V , ZDV D UD G Lwho, unlike many government officials, refused to
worked as a_teacher part-time. B_etween my brother, flee the country after the fall of the Western-
e et e o AR L oy Dacked Afghan government n the ineress of
IDPLO\ " VKH VDLG 3, HYHQ VXBSRSUHYHQWLQJ WKH FROODSVH
underfunded health systems.

DQG SDLG IRU P\ XQLYHUVLW\ ZK _. . ; . .

she told Al Jazeera. Simultaneously, increasing food insecurity has
+RZHYHU DIWHU WKH 7DOLED Calso led to a rise in cases of malnutrition, and
brother was forced to flee the country fearing starvation-related mortalities, particularly among
persecution, leaving her as the sole breadwinner ~children.

of the family. ODMU_RRK SRLQWHG RXW WKDYV
3%5XW ZKHQ , ZHQW WR ZRUN DIw H purchasing power affected, they also are unable to
government [of President Ashraf Ghani], | was sent Se€ek healthcare.

back. | lost my job and have been struggling to feed my

IDPLO\ RYHU WKH ODVW VHYHQ PRQWKY ~ VKH VDLG
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Dire economic situation sees children dying of starvation as millions of Afghans struggle to put food
on their tables.
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The UN World Food Program says Afghanistan is facing a 'tsunami of hunger' with it on thefesgsomic collapse
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